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LORD RIPON

The victory of Gladstone at the Elections of 1879 ^aus saved
a situation, which in India was becoming catastrophal, and it
made possible that heart}7 collaboration between Indian and
English democrats, which was the outstanding feature of the
next quarter of a century's history of Indo-British relations,
and which was only put an end to by the appalling fiasco of
Lord Curzon's principatus dominativus.

"When Mr. Gladstone came into office in 1880," says Blunt,1
"he found himself at the head of an immense majority in the
House of Commons, pledged to the ideas of liberty in the
East, of which he had himself been the foremost preacher.
With regard to India he had formulated the Liberal creed in
a single sentence: "Our title to be in India/' he had said,
"depends on a first condition, that our being there is profitable
to the Indian nations; and on a second condition, that we can
make them see and understand it to be profitable." And the
man he chose to carry out this policy in India was Lord Ripon.

Lord Ripon's Viceroyalty can truly be called unique, in the
proper sense of that much abused term. Let us recall first his
life. Born in 1827, George Frederick Samuel Robinson, first
Marquis of Ripon, began his sixty years' career in public service
in 1849, as attache at the Brussels Legation. Three years kter
he entered the House of Commons as an advanced Liberal,
and in 1859 became Under-Secretary for War. In the same
year he succeeded to his father's earldom, and, after a brief
spell as Under-Secretary for India (1861-1863), entered the
Cabinet as Secretary for War. From 1866 to 1868 he was
Secretary of State for India, and in the latter year became
President of Council. In 1871 he was raised to the Marquisate
for his eminent service in connection with the Alabama Dis-
pute, and in 1874 he took the momentous step of becoming
1 Loc. ck., p. i.